PATHFINDER

CONCORDANCES

All the key words of the Bible are arranged alphabetically and briefly in their context in a concordance. Use especially for thorough Word Study (also for Verse Location, and for Topic Searches) (See Steps for Bible Study: http://web2.ctsnet.edu/ref/BibleReference/how_the_site_helps2.htm - bibles)

Word Study: Probably the most important use of a concordance is to study the nuances 

of meaning (semantic range) for a particular word by examining the various contexts in which it is used.  A comparison of these contexts will help you decide which nuance of meaning best fits the passage you are studying and will also show how frequently the word is being used or in an unexpected way or unusual form.

Use these links to see exhaustive listings with annotation of Concordances in Reference. 

The English editions  (http://web2.ctsnet.edu/ref/BibleReference/bibles_new.htm#exegete) vary according to their translation of the Bible, its exhaustiveness and whether the Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic equivalents are included.  

 Concordances exclusively in the Biblical languages (http://web2.ctsnet.edu/ref/BibleReference/Reference Guide--Bible.htm#vkgnt) require some basic knowledge of their alphabets and morphology. 
(An engaging historical overview of concordances is presented from xii-xxxii of Analytical concordance of the Greek New Testament / edited by Philip S. Clapp, Barbara Friberg, and Timothy Friberg. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, c1991. REF BS2302 .C535 1991 )
Caveat: English Only editions do not easily check the semantic range of Hebrew/Aramaic/Greek words lying behind a key term.  Remember: these are translations (KJV, NIV, RSV & NRSV), and may render different nuances for a particular word—for example, “WORD.”  Its original in Hebrew & Greek may also connote “THING” “IDEA” “EVENT” or "SPEECH."

BEST BETS (for those with little or no Hebrew/Greek) 
 For Old & New Testaments 
 Analytical Concordance to the Bible. (Robert Young, New York, Funk & Wagnalls, 1972)   REF  BS425 .Y7 1982  (shelved near English Bibles)
This concordance based on the KJV lists the English words in alphabetical order, with the citations grouped under their respective Hebrew or Greek word(s) translated by and transliterated into English. Two index-lexicons appendices list the phonetically transliterated Greek or Hebrew words in an English alphabetical order with a list of the English words used to translate each Greek or Hebrew word.  Use these appendices to determine semantic ranges.

For New Testament:  (Requires a bit of Greek)

The analytical concordance to the New Revised Standard Version of the New Testament / (Ed. Richard E. Whitaker and John R. Kohlenberger III. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.)  REF BS2305 W45 1999  (shelved with Greek NTs)

See Yale Tutorial 

Much like Young's except NT only and NRSV.  Under the key word heading are Arabic numerals, each followed by a Greek word, a transliteration and a number.  All occurrences of the key term in the NRSV NT are listed next, in context, and in the order they appear in the NT. To the left of each context is the citation to the NRSV, and to the right is the Arabic number which corresponds to the Greek words listed above. To find all occurrences, and trace other translations of the Greek word, look it up by number in the index-lexicon at the back of the book.

 

ADVANCED CONCORDANCE RESOURCES

The value for these resources is to show exact forms of key words in the original languages as well as their syntactic contexts which are not always obvious in English.  Verb morphology and noun inflections with or without suffixes and prefixes may nuance rhetorical readings of a passage.  The trick is to double-check all possible configurations within a root.

For Old Testament: (For those with strong Hebrew language skills)
A New Concordance of the Bible. (Abraham Even-Shoshan, Jerusalem: Kiryat Sefer, 1985.)  REF BS1121 .E93 1987  (shelved with Hebrew Bibles)

All the words in the Hebrew Scriptures are listed in single alphabetical order according to the form in which they appear in a modern dictionary, not simply by their roots. Entries of words occurring hundreds or thousands of times are "condensed." This concordance is composed entirely in Hebrew. There is a four-page English preface.
 

Veteris Testamenti Concordantias. (Solomon Mandelkern, Leipzig 1925.) 

REF BS1121 .M3 1955   (Also by Hebrew Bibles)

The Hebrew and Aramaic words are listed in alphabetical order by root with Latin glosses. Under each word, the multiple forms of the word are separately listed with references and brief contexts. 

The New Englishman's Hebrew Concordance: Coded to Strong's Concordance Numbering System. (George V. Wigram, Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1984) 

REF  BS1125 .W5 1980  (Also by Hebrew Bibles)

This concordance lists the Hebrew and Aramaic words of the Hebrew Bible in alphabetical order, followed by a list of references and brief contexts. The concordance includes Strong's numbers and the page number and column (in italics) for Brown Driver and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon for each word. (Preface).  Reference to Strong's and BDB (as well as the KJV verses listed for each word) will assist in securing the semantic range of nuance when compared with the English word lists in the appendix along with the page number for the Hebrew original in the concordance proper.

For New Testament: (For those with strong Greek language skills)

The Exhaustive Concordance to the Greek New Testament. (John R. Kohlenberger III, Edward W. Goodrick, James A. Swanson. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Pub. House, 1995.) [ECGNT]  REF BS2302 K655 1995 (shelved with Greek NT)

"...provides an exhaustive index to the vocabulary of the Greek New Testament according to the The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition (UBS4). More than half of the vocabulary is indexed with full contexts; twenty-six highly frequent words are indexed by reference only." The concordance entries include frequencies for the UBS4 and NIV, a cross reference to words related by root or which share common elements, significant and frequent phrases with frequencies, as well as giving the contexts with the Greek word in bold type. (Introduction) 

  

Computer-Konkordanz zum Novum Testamentum Graece.   AND  Computer concordance to the Novum Testamentum Graece : of Nestle-Aland, 26th edition, and to the Greek New Testament, 3rd edition / edited by the Institute for New Testament Textual Research and the Computer Center of Münster University ; REF BS2302 .C65 1985  (shelved in Reference OVERSIZE)
a very useful and accessible tool  listing "primitive forms" (1 per. sg. for verbs; nominative singular for most nouns) and their NT Greek textual contexts.

  

Analytical concordance of the Greek New Testament / edited by Philip S. Clapp, Barbara Friberg, and Timothy Friberg. Grand Rapids, Mich. : Baker Book House, c1991. 

REF BS2302 .C535 1991  2 volumes (shelved with Greek NT)

Abbreviations and symbols" (1 card) inserted.  Volume 1= "Lexical Focus" based on Nestle-Aland 26th ed.  A complex of grammatical tags, closely following Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich and Danker's Greek-English Lexicon, accompanies each citation form (lemma).  Refer to preface page xxxiii on "How to Use the Concordance."  (An engaging historical overview of concordances is presented from xii-xxxii.)  Volume II arranges lemmas by grammatical forms (Adjectives-Verbs).  The usefulness is to track all parts of speech (e.g., nouns or verbs) in a passage at a glance with a tagged analysis of inflection/conjugation for comparison. Refer to preface page xii on "How to Use the Concordance."    

  

  

ELECTRONIC

BibleWorks5 is loaded on the two CD only PCs in the computer.  Follow Help information for word searches in citation-contexts.

LookUp Bibles Online:  for an assortment of English, Hebrew and Greek Bible sites, go to

RELATED WEBSITES (http://web2.ctsnet.edu/ref/BibleReference/Reference_Guide--Bible.htm - related).

Many allow a search by key word as well as chapter and verse to return full contexts and the occasional grammatical tagging.

COMPUTER GENERATED: 

REF BS421 .C64.  A variety of Analytical Linguistic Key-Word-in-Context and Critical Concordances are available. These cover the breadth of the Hebrew Bible, Greek NT and LXX.  Refer to the prefaces and inserted keys to determine how to negotiate the considerable wealth of computer-derived information in this series, such as parsing analysis, word counts & placement and reverse spelling sorting.

OTHER USEFUL CONCORDANCES

Septuagint: Redpath, REF BS1122 .H38 1998; Hatch REF BS1122 .H3 1975
Talmud: Subject, REF BM500.5 .G6
Vulgate: Latin-Greek index REF BS2303 .B47 1991
Josephus: REF PA4224 .R4 2002
ALSO: many Hebrew and Greek lexicons and wordbooks function as concordances when fairly comprehensive listings of word usage are used to describe denote semantic range and lexical frequency.  Along with the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament and Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (TDOT & TDNT), the problem with these resources for word study is threefold: 


1) they dictate the supposed meaning to the student;


2) etymologies do not always accommodate new word usage across semantic 

    space and time;


3) the student own best guesses and intuitions (re-readings) are muted if 

    concordance work is ignored.
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